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4. stamp 



2. account 
3. request for deposit 
stamp 



1. account 
information 



5. stamped e-mail 



Stamp issuer (W) 




— 6. stamp- 



7. notice to register- 



8. registration 
information 



9. payment 
for stamp 



Fiq.1 



X registers with W, opening an 
account witii W. 



I 



X maizes a deposit into the account 
with W. 



I 



X provides W with address of Y, an 
amount \/, and a lifespan cf, and 
requests a corresponding stamp. 



W checl<s to determine whether X 
has funds in account sufficient to 
cover charge for the requested 
stamp. 



I 



Sufficient funds? 



Yes 



W provides X with cash stamp of 
value 1/, payable to address of Y, 
expiring in cf days, and coded with 
stamp code number N. 



W records time at which stamp N 
was issued. 



No 



FIG. 2A 



X composes e-mail message, 
including stamp number N, and 
transmits e-mail message to 
address of Y. 



Using standard e-mail software 
hosted by device with address of Y, 
Y gets e-mail including e-mail from 

Y including stamp number N. 







A program hosted by device with 
address of Y scans the e-mail and 
detects the stamp. 
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Program checks 
sta 


) components of 
mp. 



stamp components ol(ay? 



No 



Program nulls out value of the 
stamp. 



Program displays to Y the value of 
the stamp. 



Yes 
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( to 2B ) 



it 
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( from2B"^ 
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Y sends stamp to W. 



W verifies stamp. 



Stamp verified? 



Yes 



No 
I 



Yes 



Is Y registered with 
W? 



No 

i 



W notifies Y of need to register and 
instructions on how to do so, then 
waits a predetermined time for Y to 
register. 



1 



If Y is registered or registers within 
set time, then W pays value v to Y. 



If Y does not collect issued value for 
stamp within preset time, then W 
refunds issued value to X. 



( stop ) 



FIG. 2B 



Y links to W's registration web page. 



I 



Web page of W displays registration 
form. 



I 



Y clicks on registration form, 
requiring (e-mail) address of 
registrant. 



I 



Y completes registration, providing 
address of Y. 



I 



W generates a password for Y 



W e-mails password to Y, and 
records date/time of e-mail. 



W presents to Y form requesting 
password. 



No 



Y enters password. 



Password correct? 



Yes 



Yes 



More than 
predetermined time 
since W e-mailed 
password? 



No 



W presents payment instruction 
form, asking for instructions on how 
W is to pay Y. 



Y provides payment instructions. 




r 


W records payment instructions and 
records that Y is registered. 







( stop ) 



FIG. 3 




FIG. 4 



